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MASHTOTS. SACRED PEARLS

Eleven Sacred songs - Sharakans by St. Mesrop Mashtots

Arranged by Vahan Artsruni
Performed by Hasmik Baghdasaryan
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Mesrop Mashtots is the creator m\' rhf- Armeman nfphabet He is the
originator of nﬂtue Armenmn and' trﬂn&fntcd literature {afﬂnq with
Cﬂ!huhcus Sahak Parthey), founder of the Armenian school, first teacher
to the nation, illuminator and missionary of Cﬁrf.ifinnit}c He was an
archimandrite of the Aﬂneulan Churc‘:h and was'canonized as one of s
saints. |n his day, Mashmtﬁ was the gréqi‘esr Armenian poet. Af:r:ﬂrd.fng 1o
sccholars, Mashtars wrote sacred po f:."‘ﬂ'j.-" dur'r'u‘q his vears as a recluse. Aﬁer
the imention of the alphabet, when Hturgica.\‘ ceremonies were being
cultivated and sacred music was bf-r'ny Armr—:niﬂnfzed, hymns written by
Mashtots were adopted by the (Church. These hymns were later
incorporated into the hymnal of the Ar\menlan Chm.r-(:h, where there are
1 30 of his lyrics.

Mashtots and Sahak Parthev established a new genre of A rmenian music
together. They collected and developed the traditional oral and sacred
melodies and incorporated them into the Churr:}; s liturgical musie.
Nutﬂbfr, they developed the melodies ac‘curding to the intonations of the
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Hasmik Baghdasaryan posses an exceptionally
expressive volce which enables her te convey the
delicate nuances of Armenian sacred singing. As a
soloist her Impressive resume Includes appearances
with the National Chambaer Cholr of Armenia and Louys
Vocal Quintet. With her idiesyneratic performance, she
is able to capture the haunting and revelatory spirit of
the sacred music. Baghdasaryan has been featured on
numerous recordings and has parformed Armenian
sacred and classical music In Armenia, Europe and the
United States.
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Vahan Artsruni Is a progressive Armenia artist who,
while remaining faithful to musical traditions, esta-
blishes a distinctive approach, He creates music In a
varlety of contemporary styles from ehamber musie to
rock, from electroniec to symphenie and eholr musie, He
has performed In various concerts In Armenia and he
writes musie for film and the theatre. Me Is also
known for his arrangements of sacred and liturs
glcal music of the Assyrian Church of the East,

This project takes the menophonio hymns of
Mashtots and rearranges and reinterprets them into
pu:rphnnlu uumtollllum using the latest recording
and sampling technalogy.
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