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The ruins of Ani are located on the right bank of the river
Akhurian, 30 kilometres south-west of Gyumri City, in Shirak
District of Ayrarat Province, Armenia Maior (Kars Province of
present-day Turkey). The city site that extends on a triangular
promontory occupies an area of about 150 hectares—divided
into several parts by gorges named lgadzor, Tzaghkotsadzor
and Gaylidzor—and lies at an altitude of 1,500 metres above
sea level.

From times immemorial, the present-day city site of Ani
used to represent an inhabited locality with a field of tumuli
(8th to 7th cents. B. C.) in its vicinity.

The first Armenian historiographers to make reference to Ani
as an impregnable castle belonging to the princes Kamsarakan
—the lords of Shirak and Arsharunik—are Yeghishe and Ghazar
Parpetsy (5th century).

In the "80s of the 8th century, Prince of Armenia Ashot Bagratuny
Msaker (the Meat Eater) purchased the Districts of Shirak and
Arsharunik together with the castle of Ani from the Kamsarakans’
family and made them part of his domains. By the late 9th century,
Ani had already grown to a village town.

In 961 the Bagratunies moved the court from Kars to Ani and
declared it capital city of the kingdom.
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As is known, primeval people dwelled in caverns. Later the
civilised human race did not abandon their cave abodes entirely,
but adapted them to their new conditions of living and started
using them for various purposes—as dwellings, refuges,
hiding-places, etc. The perpendicular slopes of the ravines
enclosing the territory of Ani from three sides bore hundreds
of such cave dwellings which shared similar features despite
their being scattered here and there. Many researchers who
conducted studies in Ani conventionally group these abodes
under the name of Karandzavayin (Ayrayin) Ani, i.e. Cave City
of Ani. In addition to places of living, these caverns also
included churches, shops, oil presses, mills, cemeteries, etc.,
thus forming an entire township that existed as early as the
Bagratids” days.




- Urban-planning in Ani is considerably enriched thanks to the
monuments of secular architecture such as palaces, houses,
guest-chambers, caravanserais, commercial houses, booths,
production buildings, etc. Together with the defensive
installations and churches, they accomplish the peculiar
architectural image of the medieval city.
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Les ruines d’Ani se trouvent dans la région Chirak de la province
Afrarat de la Grande Arménie (province de Kars de la Turquie actuelle),
4 30 km au sud-ouest de la ville de Guioumri, sur la rive droite du
fleuve Akhourian. Le site de la ville qui s’étend sur un cap triangulaire,
; occupe une superficie d’environ 150 ha, isolée par Igadzor,

< Tsaghkotsadzor et Gailidzor, et a 1500 m d’altitude.

Depuis les temps anciens, il y a eu une location sur I’amplacement
= d’Ani, et aux environs, un champ sépulcral des VIII-VII ss. d’avant
L€,

Dans 1’historiographie arménienne, Ani, comme forteresse
: inaccessible, a été attesté par les historiens Eghiché et Khazar Parpetsi.

Il a appartenu aux princes Kamsarakan, souverains de Chirak et
Archarounik.

Il est connu que dans les années 80 du VII s., le prince d’Arménie
Achot Bagratouni Msaker (mangeur de viande) achéte aux Kamsarakan
les régions de Chirak et Archarounik avec la forteresse Ani et les
ajoute a ses possessions. A la fin du IX Ani était déja un bourg.

En 961 les Bagratides transférnt leur cour De Kars a Ani et le
déclarent capitale.
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Il est connu que d’ordinaire c’étaint les grottes qui servaient de
logement pour I’homme primitif. Plus tard, surtout dans les pays
montagneux, |"homme deja civilisé ne renonce pas complétement
aux grottes et, les adaptant en cas de nécessité aux nouvelles
conditions, utilise dans de différents buts, comme logement, refuge,
cachette etc. Sur les cotes abruptes des ravins entourant de trois
coOtés le territoire de la capitale Ani, il y avaient des centaines de
tels logements-gtottes, qui, malgré qu’ils fussent dispersés a des
endroits différents, avaient les mémes caractéres, donc on peut
grouper conditionnellement tout en un quartier et le nommer Ani
Troglodytigue, comme le font beaucoup de chercheurs d’Ani.Sauf
aux logis, ces grottes avaient des églises, des magasins, des
pressoirs a huile et des moulins, des cimetiéres etc. constituant
tout un bourg qui existait encore a I’époque des Bagratides.
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- Le caractéristique de la construction urbaine d’Ani se

compléte considérablement par les monuments publics et
les palais, les maisons d’habitation, les hotelleries, les
maisons de commerce et les échoppes, les locaux industriels
et d’entrepdt et les constructions architecturales. Avec les
ouvrages défensifs et les édifices religieux, ils complétent
I’image originale d’architecture de la ville médiévale.
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Ani harabeleri Biiyiik Hayk’in, Ayrarad ili’nin, Sirag ilgesi’nde
bulunan; Gyumri Sehri’nden 30 km. giineybatida, Akhuryan Nehri’nin
~ sag tarafinda bulunuyor (Tiirkiye’nin Kars ili). igadzor, Dzaggotsadzor
‘ﬁi. . ve Gaylidzor Vadileri ile sinirlanan; iggen "eklinde bir platoda kurulan
g Ani ’ehir denizden 1500 m. yiikseklikte bulunmakta ve 150 hektarlik
' bir alani kapsamakta. Sehrin bulundugu yer tarih 6ncesi ddnemden
beri yerle’im alaniydi. Cevresinde ise M.0O. 8-7. asirlarla tarihlenen
mezarlik bulunuyordu. Sehrin adi en erken 5. asirda, Ermeni tarihgiler
Yegi’e ve Gazar Parbetsi tarafindan §ula’ilmayan kale| olarak anilmakta.

Kale o donemde Sirag ve Ar’arunik ilgelerinin sahipleri olan;
Gamsaragan beylerine aitti. 8. asrin seksenli yillarinda Ermenistan
prensi A’od Bagraduni Msager, Gamsaragan’lilardan Ar’arunik ve Sirag
Ilgeleri’ni Ani Kalesi ile birlikte satin aladi ve kendi topraklarina katti.
9. asrin sonlarnida Ani zaten bir kasaba idi.

Bagraduniler, 961 yilinda karargdhlarini Garstan Ani’ye ta'iyarak;
Ani’yi ba’kent ilan ediyorlar.




Gars Kapisi

o w“ Avag Kapi
W Muu Ml Dvin (Satrangli) Kapisi
L)

-~ At
; Smbadagen Surlari gy 0 o
\ b, o 0
N o N
) el [
¢) - 4 ’ ) -
S | Yeni §ehir T
ot - ] O
% 3/
@ 2 | b <
- 2 ¥ < Akhuryan Nehri
o, ol - Py
& ~ Agodagen Surlari M 8
i A e /oW e
£/ W = O/ 733
A i " = AN | e T—— P ey
_~~" - Eski §ehir "7 A D
R i AR R T
2 / - A DAN A
Al ehg) | X e B TN AR
- L] A o~ a A
-~ &- m\ a2 Al
+ - T - -~ a
Micnaberd (lg Kale) Surla e S/ WNER s
Al asAn A -
2wy A
:“u A
= ﬁa"“d\.-\‘ o
ﬂ‘\A A
e ﬂ"\
+ Agcigaberd (Kiz Kale) Surlari




Bilindigi gibi insanoglunun barinak olarak se¢digi ilk yer
magaralardi. Zamanla Insanin ya’ama ekli geli’erek degi’ti. Fakat
insan (0zelliklede daglik tlkelerde) magaralardan vaz ge¢medi ve
gerektigi taktirde onlari yeni ko’ullara uygun hale getirerek; farkli
amaglar (barinma, saklanma) igin kullandi.

Ani’yi, ii¢ taraftan ku’atan vadilerde, yiizlerce kayadan oyma yapilar
bulunur. Bu yapilar farkli vadilerde bulunmalarina ragmen;
ozellikleriyle birbirlerine benzer. Buna dayanarak bilim adamlarin
¢ogu; bunlari tek bir *ehir olarak kabul etmi’ler ve buna Ayrayin
Ani (Kayadan Ani) adini vermi’lar. Bagraduni Kralligin déneminden
beri varligini siirdiiriien bu ’ehirde; evler, kiliseler, diikkanlar, su
degirmenleri, yag i’likleri, mezarliklar.bulunur.
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- Ani’de bulinan sosyal yapilar saraylardan, evlerden,

~ kervansaraylardan, diikkanlardan, iiretim binalarindan olu’makta.
Bu yapilar, Savunma ve Dini yapilarla birlikte Orta Cag ’ehir
planlamasinin en iyi 6rneklerinden birini olu’turmakta.
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PassanuHel AHu HaxogaTca B npoBuHuyumn Wupak ry6epHuun Aipapar
Bonbworo Aiika (HeiHe - npoBuHUuA Kapc Typuuu), B 30-u kM Ha wro
-3anap ot ropoga ompu, Ha Gepery peku AxypaH. lopoguue,

- pacnofoXeHHOE Ha MbICE, UMewwWwem POpPMy TPEYroNbHNKE, 3aHNMAET
npocTpakhcTeo npubnuantensHo B 150 ra, orpainyenHoro Mrapaopom,
Llaxkoyansopom u Mannagsopom, v Haxoautcs Ha BeicoTe 1500 m Hag
YpPOBHEM MOPS.

C ppeBHeliwnx BpeMeH Ha MecTe AHu Gbino nocenexue, a B
okpecTHoCTAX Bbinu yeeinansHuysbl VII-VII BB. 0o H.3. B apmsaHCcKux
NeTonUCHbIX UCTOYHUKAX AHU, KaK HEJOCTYMHYK KPenocTb, BNepBbie
ynomwHawT uctopuorpadsel V seka Eruwe n Masap Mapneuyu. AHu
npuHagnexan snactutensm lWupaka v ApwapyHuka - KHS3bAM
KamcapakaH.

WasecTHo, 4yTo B 80-bix rogax VIl Beka kHA3E ApMAHCKMA AwoT
barpatyHu Mcakep nokynaet y KamcapakaHoB NnpoBuHUMKM AplapyHuk
n Wnpak BMecTe ¢ KpenocTblo AHU U NPUCOEANHAET UX K CBOUM
Bnagexuam. B koHue I1X peka AHu yxe npeactasnaeTt coboi nocenexune
ropoAckoro Tuna.

B 961 rogy kHs3bs barpaTyHu nepeHocsaT cBoit asop u3 Kapca B AHu
¥ NpoBO3rnalawT ero cTonuuen.
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W3BecTHO, YTO NEpPBLIMK XUNULWaMKU NOAERA B JOMCTOPUYECKUE

~ BpemeHa sensnuck, obeI4HO, newepsl. Bnocnegcteun, ocobeHHo B

“?‘:’,, .\ TOPHBIX CTPaHax, yXe OUHBMNU30OBAHHLIA YENOBEK BCE Xe He

0 0TKa3blBAETCHA NOMHOCTLK OT newep, npucnocabnueas ux B cnyvyae
HyXAbl nog HoBble Tpe6oBaHUA, UCNONb3YeT UX B PA3NUYHOM KayecTee:
Kak xunuue, ybexuuie, ykpsiTie u 1.4. COTHM Takux newjep-xunuuy
6bINK Ha KPYThIX CKNOHAX YWenui, ¢ TpeX CTOPOH Orpaxganoumnx
TEPPUTOPMIO CTONMULBLI - AHM, U XOTA OHW BbINKU pacceiNnaHbl N0 pa3HbiM
MecTaM, HO Mo cBoei CyTu Bbinu CXO0XM, U UX BCEX YCMOBHO MOXHO
crpynnupoBaTth, kak 4acTb ropoja, Hassas ee el epHbii unu
[poToBbiil AHM, KaKOBOE HaaBaHUe ynoTpebnanu MHOrve ua
u3yyaBwnx AHn. B HUX, noMWMO KBapTup, BbINU LEpKBW, MarasnHsbl,
macno6oiHu u MenbHuUbl, knaabuwa u 1.4., 06pa3ys LenoCcTHbIA
ropoa, KOTOPbIA CyUwecTsoBan ewe B nepuoj npasneHus barpartyHu.
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- papocTtpoutenbHbliit 06pas AHN B 3HAYUTENLHOR CTENEeHM

AONONHAIT NaMATHUKN CBETCKON apXUTEKTYpbl U ABOPLbI, XUble
AOMa, rOCTUHULbI, NOCTOANbBIE ABOPLI, TOProOBLIE AOMa U Napbku,
NPOM3BOACTBEHHbIE M CKNAACKUE COOPYKEHUA, BPXUTEKTYPHbIE
coopyxeHus. Hapsgy ¢ 0BOpOHUTENbHBIMU COODYXEHUAMMU W LUepKBaMHU,
OHW AONOMHAIOT CaMOBLITHLIA @pXUTEKTYPHbLIA 06NUK CPEAHEBEKOBOTO

- ropopa.
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WESTFILMCORP

www.westfilmcorp.com

Email: wfc@westfilmcorp.com
Tel: +374 55 774607; +374 94 508804

RESEARCH ON ARMENIAN
ARCHITECTURE ORGANIZATION RAA

)

www.raa.am; www.armenianarchitechture.am
Email: raayer@sci.am
Tel: +374 10 521525

TRANSCENDUNIVERSE

www.transcenduniverse.com

NAREGATSI ART INSTITUTE

©

www.naregatsi.net
Email: nareg@naregatsi.org
Tel: +374 10 580508

- www.naregatsi.org
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