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| have been thinking of referring to the East through the sounds of
ganun for a long time, but | desired to present the musical pieces
neither in Arabic nor in Turkish style. Referring to “The Iranian
Mughams” written for the piano by N. Tigranian, | managed through
my students to attain the performance in the Eastern manner, but in
Armenian style.

The first work was “Shushtarashar’, which was assigned to Astghik. She
was not so happy with that work at first and said, “It seems a bit difficult
for me, Ms. Hovhannisyan, | do not know what to do ..". After a short
time she was quite happy to play “Shushtarashar”, “Heydarashar” and
“Arevelashar N2 1" as well.

Astghik is a brilliant ganunist gifted with rich and creative inner world of
music, who can present rich and diverse sounds of tones on the ganun.
With due diligence, profound confidence and devotion Astghik will try
her best to promote the performance art of our favorite instrument.

| am quite sure that our talented Astghik Snetsunts will yet present the
music of our unique instrument at many venues in the world.

Yerevan State Conservatoy Professor,
Grigor Narekatsi medalist, ganunist,
Tsovinar Hovhannisyan
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Na‘r*egatsi A’r’t nstitute
Your Culture Connection

Naregatsi Art Institute (NAI) is a non-profit art organization
established in 2000 with headquarters in Yerevan since 2004
and an educational art center in Shushi since 2006. Founded by
philanthropist Nareg Hartounian and named after Saint Gregory
of Narek, the NAI's principle mission is to preserve and promote
Armenian art, culture and spiritual values.

Since its inception, the NAI each year has presented more than 300
concerts, exhibitions, lectures, master classes and film screenings
collaborating with a great number of artists from Armenia and
abroad. As part of its contribution to Armenian culture, NAI has
created numerous unique books, CD's and publications exploring
various facets of the rich Armenian cultural heritage.

The NAl is home to The Naregatsi Orchestra, The Narek Choir and
The Nova Children’s Ensemble, each of which presents concerts
locally and internationally. In addition, weekly art and music classes
are available free of charge to the general public under the auspices
of the NAI Yerevan Center. The art center in Shushi provides

a variety of classes in music (including folk, spiritual and Bard
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Song classes), as well as instruction in painting, wood engraving,
embroidery, photography, theater, dance, storytelling, poetry,
languages and computer graphics. Naregatsi Shushi also provides
its own unique series of presentations and cultural events.

" The NAI provides a special place for children, emerging artists,
artists with disabilities and artists living in the regions of Armenia
outside of Yerevan. It also provides space and resources to anyone
with something of artistic value to share. All activities at the NAI are
free of charge for both the audience and featured talent.
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Astghik was born on September 1, 1991 in Kapan.
She learned to play gqanun in Sisian Music School, in the
specialized class of her teacher Anahit Khachatryan.

She studied at Kapan State College of Art in the gqanun class, led
by renowned teacher, ganunist Anahit Baghdasaryan and in 2010
she was enrolled in the Yerevan Komitas State Conservatory

and studied in the specialized class of Professor Tsovinar
Hovhannisyan.

In 2014 she got her Bachelor's degree with honors and was
enrolled in the graduate school, in the specialized class of
Professor Tsovinar Hovhannisyan.

She has participated in a number of competitions and festivals
and was awarded prizes, gold medal and the Grand Prize.

Astghik Snetsunts has given concerts in the RA various regions,
in the NKR, India, Lebanon, France, Brazil and Argentina. She has
had solo concerts in Kapan, Charentsavan and Yerevan.

During her study at the Conservatory under the leadership of
her teacher Prof. Tsovinar Hovhannisyan (conductor, composer,
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gold medalist in the national and international competition
festivals, founder of new technique for playing the ganun, author
of numerous works) she has improved her performance and
technical mastery.

Under the guidance of Prof. Ts. Hovhannisyan she has started
to make transportations and arrangements, has mastered

and inherited the new technique of finger strokes, new style
of playing, the use of new strokes, shaking (vibration), strikes
on various parts of the instrument, the use of bells in spiritual
works, due to which the ganun instrument acquires new tunes.
Inspired by her teacher, she has been making attempts in the
field of composing as well.

A.Snetsunts has an extensive repertoire, including spiritual,
ashough, folk, Eastern and jazz works by Armenian and foreign
composers. She was the first to perform Arzas Voskanyan's

“Experiences” and Yervand Yerkanyan's “Plelude and Scherzo”.

Since 2012 - Naregatsi Orchestra ganunist (Artistic Director
Hovik Sahakyan, now Artem Khachatur)
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Since 2013 - Armenian Traditional Music Ensemble harpist
(Artistic Director Hovik Sahakyan)

Since 2014 - Gurdjieff Folk Instruments Ensemble qanunist
(Artistic Director Levon Eskenian)

" Since 2016 - Gousan and Folk Song State Ensemble ganunist
(Artistic Director G. Manasyan)

2014 - Arsen Sayan Scholarship holder
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1. Grigor Narekatsi (Gregory of Narek)- The Chariot
That Advanced Down [Saylen ayn idjanér], arrangement by
Astghik Snetsunts
One of the spiritual songs of St. Gregory of Narek, the great 10th century
Armenian poet, musician and monk. In this Ode to Resurrection depicting
Narekatsi’s vision, Christ appears in the vault of Heaven from above Mount
Ararat. He is seated in a fierily golden throne escorted by seraphim and
cherubim hovering above.

2. Makar Yekmalyan - “Heavenly Father” (Amen Hayr Yerknavor),
transcription by Astghik Snetsunts

Itis the synchronization of “Liturgy", one of the largest works of the

Armenian classical music school founder, composer, conductor and teacher

Makar Yekmalian.

3. Komitas - “Manoushaki”, transcription by Tsovinar Hovhannisyan
“Manoushaki” is one of the “Seven Dances” of Komitas, founder of the
Armenian classical composing school, anthropologist, scientist, educator,
conductor, singer and public figure. Piano music takes a very small place in
Komitas’ works; however it is of great importance. The composer is trying to
reproduce the style of folk instruments on the piano.
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4. Komitas - “Karno Shoror”, transcription by Astghik Snetsunts.
Itis one of Komitas' dances for the piano. This mannish and resolute dance
characterizes strong and proud people whose actions and movements are
united and monolithic. The composer has reproduced the performance
style and nuances of folk instruments, as trumpet, drum and dap.

5. Tsovinar Hovl i -“N lgia” (Karot)

The composer has dedicated this work to the outstanding and talented
qanun player Shoushanik Saghatelian.

6. Ts. Hovhannisyan - A. Snetsunts - “Improvise” on

Sayat-Nova’s songs “Blbuli hid” and “Inch Konim Hekimn”
Sayat-Nova (Harutyun Sayadyan) is considered to be the greatest
representative of the 18th century ashough art, who composed songsin 3
languages: Armenian, Georgian and Turkish. His works are mainly focused
on love, beloved woman and the charming beauty.
The arrangement of the songs “Blbuli hid” and “Inch Konim Hekimn" is
based on the collection of S. Nova's songs compiled by S. Barkhudaryan.
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7. Astghik Snetsunts - “Inspiration”

Her first work, solo for ganun, consists of 2 contrasting parts - lyrical
and dance.

8. Astghik Snetsunts - “Heydarashar” - on N. Tigranyan’s song
This is A. Snetsunts's first attempt for the arrangement of mugham.

9. Tsovinar Hovk i - Astghik S - “Shushtarashar”

on N. Tigranyan’s song

Shushtar belongs to N. Tigranian’s Iranian mughams’ series.

N. Tigranian is considered to be the founder of the Armenian national
piano music. He collected folk dance melodies, songs, ashough
melodies, mughams. He arranged for piano 10 Iranian mughams,
inspired by Aghamal Melik-Aghamalyan.

10. Folk song - “Akhchi Maran” and “Ksh, Gna Otar”,

arrang t by Sh. Saghateli
Talented and gifted qanun player, teacher Shoushanik Sagha{cl\'an has
made arrangements and transportation for the solo ganun, as well as
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for the ensemble performance. These two folk compositions are arrénged
for 3 ganuns.

It is performed by the “Improvise” Qanun Trio (Anna Babayan, Anna
Manaseryan and A. Snetsunts).

Avrtistic Director: Prof. Ts. Hovhannisyan.

11. Yervand Yerkanyan - “Prelude and Scherzo”

The RA State Prize Laureate, RA Honored Art Worker, composer, Professor
Yervand Yerkanyan aims to get modern sounding for ganun through
combining contemporary and national music.

12. Joh Sebastian Bach - “Te and Fugue in D minor”,
transcription by Astghik Snetsunts

J.S. Bach, the great German composer of the Baroque period, organist,
harpsichordist, violist, unsurpassed master of polyphony, author of over
1000 works. Organ works include the famous Toccata and Fugue in D
Minor.
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Qphgnp Lwpbwgh - «Uwjt wybt hgwlkp»
Uwuwp G4dwpjwl - «UdEU Zwyp EpYyuwynp»
undhunuwu - «Uwlnigwlh»

Undhwwu - «Ywpln 2npnp>»

Snyhuwn 2ndhwllhujwl - «Ywpnun»

Onyhuwn Zndhwllhujwl, Uuwnnhy Ultkgnilg - hdypnyhg Uwjwe-
Lnquwjh «Rpnith hhnp» L «h”ug Ynupd hEphdpu» tipgtiph pbdw)ny

Uuwnnhy Ulkgnilg - «Lkpguswup»
Uuwnnhy Uliignilg - «&Enwpwawp»’ L. Shgpwljwlh podwjny

Snyhlwp Zndhwlbhujwl, Uunnhly Ulbgnilg - «TnLgpuwpwun»’
L. Shgpwlywuh pbduyny

. dgnnnypnwlwl - «Ungh’, Uwpw'u» U «Rn'2, guw’ onwp»
. Bputn Gpywlywl - «MpbpynLy b uytpgn»
12.

3nhwl Ubpwuwnhwl Pwiu - «Snjljunw b $niqu nt dhunp»
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1. Grigor Narekatsi — “Sayln Ayn ljaner”

2. Makar Yekmalyan — “Heavenly Father” (Amen Hayr Yerknavor)

3. Komitas — “Manoushaki”

4. Komitas — “Karno Shoror”

5. Tsovinar Hovhannisyan — “Nostalgia” (Karot)

6. Tsovinar Hovhannisyan - Astghik Snetsunts — “Improvise” on
Sayat-Nova's songs “Blbuli Hid” and “Inch Konim Hekimn”

7. Astghik Snetsunts — “Inspiration”

8. Astghik Snetsunts — “Heydarashar” — on N. Tigranyan’s song

9. Tsovinar Hovhannisyan - Astghik Snetsunts — “Shushtarashar” — on
N. Tigranyan's song

10. Folk song — “Akhchi Maran” and “Ksh, Gna Otar”

11. Yervand Yerkanyan — “Prelude and Scherzo”

12. Johann Sebastian Bach — “Toccata and Fugue in D minor”

www.naregatsi.org



Cunphwlwipwiywi funup

tunphhl punphwlywynipynibiu GU hwyinlinid «Luwptliuwgh»
wnytiuinp dpnipyuwli nng whdlwluqupl L

hhdlwnpp- bwpuwquh Lwptly 3wpnieptubwbpl’ wju
duyliwuljuwnuyp inyupldwydwl b pulint Uuquipwl
Uyppbnt hwdwp:

Zuitnnily unphwlwinieynil’ Juipwbn Uwpbu dwlbinjwlpl'
hpwpwih gnpéhp wuwnpwunbiint hwdwp:
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